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 TODAY’S SERVICE 

THIS SUNDAY: We will be worshipping together through one service in person and over live stream at 10:00 a.m. To join 
us online, go to Bethel’s home page and click on the button that says: “Worship Online with Us.”  

We conclude our journey towards Advent through The Gifts of Christmas series by reflecting on the theme of love. Love 
can often be an all-encompassing expression of God’s action in the world. This Sunday we will look specifically at the gift 
of assurance in how God has loved and continues to love us. At Christmas, we behold God who became human in a 
humble manger, preparing the way for him to take upon himself suffering, and eventually death. There is no question 
that God loves the world. There is also no question that nothing can undermine the impact of this love for those who 
have placed their trust in his Son. We look forward to the Second Coming of Christ with full confidence that the gospel 
he has left us offers eternal security for salvation. We need only to look up to the horizon from which Christ has 
promised to return and remember that God’s love will never fade. 

 Our message Sunday will focus on Micah 7:18-20, 1 John 5:11-13: “Look now! For Glad and Golden Hours.” 

Join us for the celebration of Christmas next week! We will gather for a candlelight Christmas Eve service at 6 pm, and 
also worship Sunday morning at 10 am for Christmas day. Invite friends, family and neighbours, especially those who you 
long to experience hope of Christ at the end of this year. Christ was born for us, and he will come again! 

*For resources in how you might behold and practice The Gifts of Christmas this year, visit our Advent page: 
discoverbethel.com/advent 

 OUR OFFERINGS THIS MORNING 

1) BETHEL MINISTRIES & MISSION: The ministries and programs of Bethel. 

2) INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISSION CANADA:  This agency is at work in 18 communities around the world putting an 
end to slavery and violence. 

NEXT WEEK – MINISTRY TO SEAFARERS: The Ministry to Seafarers in Vancouver is a chaplaincy ministry that meets 
with visiting seafarers, in order to share the Good News of God’s love in Jesus Christ with seafarers in word and 
deed.   

 CHURCH FAMILY NEWS AND PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please continue to pray for CURTIS COENEN, ELLA JENSEN, ELEANOR PROKUDA, JILL SNEEP, and WILLY VROON. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

EMOTIONALLY HEALTHY DISCIPLESHIP: Pastor Cris and Pastor Wendy are working on one of the needs expressed in the 
Church Pulse, a clear pathway for growing in our Christian walk.  More details will follow in the new year about when 
this class will be offered, but we want you to know we have heard your desire for this at Bethel. You can find a brief 
overview of the program and its resources here. If you are interested in being part of a pilot program for this class in the 
new year, email Pastor Cris at cris@discoverbethel.com. 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS & GIFTS PROGRAM: There is still time for you to get involved and bless our community through 
this program. You can make a financial donation to “Christmas Hampers and Gifts” through all the usual Bethel giving 
methods to help provide families with grocery gift cards for Christmas. Contact Ritta at 780-476-5076 or Selikke at 780-
499-3731 for more info. 

https://www.discoverbethel.com/advent
https://www.discoverbethel.com/advent
https://www.emotionallyhealthy.org/
mailto:cris@discoverbethel.com


CHRISTMAS EVE APPLE CIDER: This year there will be an opportunity for members of Bethel to donate ingredients, 
supplies, and time serving a cup of hot apple cider to-go at the candlelight service on Christmas Eve. Please, see Kim at 
the membership desk after Sunday’s service to sign-up to be part of her team or to donate items.  

UPCOMING AFFIRMATION VOTE: This Sunday, Dec 18, Bethel members over 18 will be asked to vote to affirm Kevin 
Magnes as Shepherding Elder. This will take place after the worship service. If any member is unable to attend but would 
like to vote you may vote early via email, during the week of December 12-17. Please send emails to ivanmast@shaw.ca 
having “affirmation vote” in the subject line and indicate YES or NO in the text.  

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS: The office will be closed on December 27and 28. It will reopen December 29 and 30 with 
adjusted hours of 9 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

LIBRARY!  There are some new additions to the library shelves!  Come check out the new titles, which include these two 
resources that were used in the “Flourishing” series:  

Good and Beautiful and Kind: Becoming Whole in a Fractured World by Rich Villodas.  God’s love for us is not only that 
we find our home in him, but that we are made whole, especially the parts of ourselves that have been fractured by sin. 
This holistic path of reflection and healing is key to our transformation as good, beautiful and kind people, re-made in 
the image of Jesus. We must meet the ways those around us have failed to love us, acknowledge how we have failed to 
love others and celebrate how God has loved us perfectly. 

Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit by Christopher J.H. Wright.  Becoming like Jesus is our shared aim.  This book takes us 
through the 9 fruits of the spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-Control.  
Each chapter will talk about the different aspects of the fruit being discussed as well as a biblical character that 
exemplified that fruit.  There are questions at the end of each chapter that are good for personal or group study. 

LOOKING FOR A NEW STUDY?  Check out these two new selections we recommend on our RightNow Media site! 
Divided we Stand: How to Love when we Disagree 
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/player/video/763581?session=763616 
Why Jesus?  
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/player/video/102?session=174528 

BETHEL YOUTH BOB ROSS CHRISTMAS PARTY: ‘Every day is a good day when you paint.” Join us tonight, December 16, 
from 7:00 -9:30 p.m. for our Christmas Party. Come dressed as Bob Ross or in your pajamas on and enjoy a night of 
painting as we follow a Bob Ross painting tutorial and enjoy snacks and conversation with each other. 

BETHEL YOUTH WINTER RETREAT: Registration NOW OPEN! Bethel Youth will be going to Camp Nakamun for their 
Winter Youth Retreat the weekend of January 6-8th. Registration is open until Wednesday, December 21st . Check out 
bethelyouth.com for more information and to download the registration waiver form. 

REQUESTS FROM THE DEACONS:  

• House cleaner: We are looking for someone to help one of our Bethel members with house cleaning for their 
townhouse.  This would include cleaning the bathroom, vacuuming, washing the floor and cleaning the kitchen 
for about 3 to 4 hours every second week.  They are willing to compensate you for your time.  If you are 
interested, please contact Linda Bird at 780-473-2060. 

• Transportation to Oasis: We have some members from the community who would like to attend our Oasis 
Women’s Bible Study, and we need your help!  If you can offer a ride to and from Oasis on Wednesday 
mornings, please contact Laurie Veenstra at info@discoverbethel.com. 

• Transportation to Church: If you can help with transporting a member with a young child to and from our 
Sunday services, please contact the deacons at deacons@discoverbethel.com. 

• Childcare: We are looking for someone who is able and willing to care for a child on a few mornings or 
afternoons to give the mom a break.  If this is something that you would like to help with, please contact the 
deacons at deacons@discoverbethel.com.  

• Looking for car seats:  If you have a rear facing car seat that is not expired, we have two families attending the 
church who could make good use of them. One for a child under 20lbs, and the other is for a 16-month-old. 
Please contact the deacon at deacons@discoverbethel.com if you can help with this request. 
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OFFERING ENVELOPES:  It’s the time of year where we organize offering envelopes for the next calendar year.  Are you 
interested in receiving offering envelopes, or have you transferred to a different giving method and no longer need 
them?  Please send Sara an email to sara@discoverbethel.com with your preference.  If you indicate that you would like 
to receive offering envelopes, we will make sure they are in your church mailbox before January. 

COLLECTIONS IN DECEMBER: 
December 4   Ministry Shares 
December 11   Edmonton Food Bank 
December 18   International Justice Mission Canada 
December 25   Seafarers Vancouver 

GIVING: Please visit our website at discoverbethel/give to see the ways that you can donate and support our different 
collections. If you have any questions about our giving options, please contact Sara at sara@discoverbethel.com. 

 COMMUNITY NEWS   

CALVIN UNIVERSITY JANUARY SERIES:  You are invited to the 36th year of the Calvin University January Series beginning 
January 9, 2023, and continuing weekdays through January 27 by livestream. Each lecture will be shown through 
livestream from Calvin University from 10:30 a.m.  to 11:30 a.m. MST. The series aims to cultivate deep thought and 
conversations about important issues of the day, to inspire cultural renewal and make us better global citizens in God’s 
world. You can also watch the presentations digitally on demand each day until midnight MST on your own device. Just 
go to website (www.calvin.edu/january  ) each day around 10:00 p.m. MST and click on the “Watch Now” link, enter a 
few quick questions (name, email, etc.) and you will be able to access the livestream. Don’t miss out on this chance to 
hear important lectures and experience a piece of Calvin University. 

IMPACTUS MEN’S CONFERENCE: Every man wants to make an impact. What if the key to having an impact is to first be 
impacted by God?  Join us Saturday, March 4, 2023 from 8:40 a.m.-4:00p.m. at the Impactus Men’s Conference where 
you will learn how to press into all God has for you, and to become the man he is calling you to be.  For more 
information and to register, click here. 

YOU CAN HELP! HOST A UKRAINIAN FAMILY: More than 7,000,000 Ukrainians have left Ukraine. Do you 
have a spare bedroom and a willingness to help a newcomer family get on their feet in Edmonton? 
Temporary Hosting makes a huge difference. Families usually stay about one month. Hosts provide room 
and board and help them with initial tasks like opening a bank account, getting a SIN, and registering for 
healthcare. The Kilkenny and Dening families have hosted and are willing to answer any questions. Please 
see the QR code for more information. 

CLIMATE WITNESS PROJECT: is excited to host Professor Debra Rienstra on January 12, 2023, at 8p.m. ET for a 
discussion of her new book Refugia Faith: Seeking Hidden Shelters, Ordinary Wonders, and the Healing of the Earth. This 
is an online event where Debra will discuss her book 'Refugia Faith'. Debra Rienstra is professor of English at Calvin 
University, and the author of four books—on motherhood, spirituality, worship, and ecotheology/climate change. 
Rienstra is also the host of the Refugia Podcast and writes bi-weekly for The Twelve, a blog connected with The 
Reformed Journal. Please register here.  

SOCO BEACH PROJECT - SUMMER YOUNG ADULT DISCIPLESHIP EXPERIENCE: Are you or is someone you know a young 
adult (18 - 29) looking to dig deeper into the life of faith and what impact that has on their unfolding life story?  Check 
out the SoCo Beach Project - an intentional Christian community experience from May - August located in Port Dover, 
Ontario.   Applications are open for SoCo 2023- deadline is January 16, 2023.  For more information or a deeper 
conversation about this experience, email Pastor Willemina Zwart: info@southcoastbeachproject.org.  Hear the 
reflections of last year's participants and check out the latest newsletter here. 
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 THE WEEKLY SCHEDULE   

SUNDAY, December 18 
10:00 a.m. Worship - In Person & Live Stream 

MONDAY, December 19 
7:00 p.m. Prayer (Zoom) 

TUESDAY, December 20 
7:00 p.m. Worship Practice 

WEDNESDAY, December 21 
6:30 a.m. Prayer - In person & Zoom  
8:00 p.m. AA 

THURSDAY, December 22 
7:00 p.m. Worship Practice/Choir Practice 

FRIDAY, December 23 
1:30 p.m. Food Bank 

SATURDAY, December 24 
4:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
6:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Service 


