
Monday – October 17, 2022 at 6.45 pm 
Bethel Fireside Room 

 

 
Be With Jesus (Communion)    Play your role in God’s family (Calling) 
Be with one another (Community)   Develop Emerging Leaders (Grow Young) 
 

 

Bethel Council Highlights 
 

From the Governing Elders: 

 
This Monday we welcomed an intercessor team to cover our council team meetings.  Moving to a common meeting night 
has made this addition possible.  We are grateful for our intercessors who pray protection over the work that God is doing, 
for discernment and wisdom as we fulfill the roles that God has placed us in and listen for what God may have for us. 
Here are a few things we have been up to: 
 

• First look at 2021-2022 Year End Financials:  Thank you to the finance team for their excellent work on the year 
end financials and their timely preparation.  We’re grateful to report that our donations exceeded our expenses this 
past year. There are a couple reasons for this difference: 1) We did not have a full complement of staff throughout 
the year; 2) COVID disrupted some of our ministry plans resulting in unspent funds. Our focus for this coming year is 
to encourage and support ministry leaders to fully execute their ministry plans trusting that God will provide. Thank 
you to all who have faithfully given of your first fruits over this past year.   
 

• Save the date:  The details of the budget and recommendations for the excess will be discussed at the November 
23rd, 2022, Congregational meeting.  This will include plans emerging from the Church Pulse results and our recent 
leadership conversations, sharing from some of our Advanced Healing and Deliverance graduates and updates from 
our ministries will also be part of our meeting.  

 
• Leaders and Future leaders:  As our Leadership Champion, Ivan Mast, suggested plans for identifying, supporting 

and raising up leaders in our congregation.  The focus of Developing Emerging leaders is a key priority for Bethel 
this year.  The discussion highlighted that Bethel is a church with an amazing number of leaders and volunteers.  
Thank you to each one who gives of their time, heart and commits to our vision at Bethel.  There is a need in our 
Shepherding Elder group for more people to serve the church by caring for our congregation.  Do you have a heart 
for walking beside others that are hurting or need help?  To celebrate life’s joys and make sure others are cared 
for?  If you want more information on the role of a Shepherding Elder contact Mary Rietveld, chair of Shepherding 
Elders at bmrietveld@albertacom.com or Ivan Mast at ivanmast@shaw.ca .   
 

• Classis meetings October 14 & 15:  Pastor Cris, Michael Werkman and Helena Myschuk attended Classis meetings 
on behalf of Bethel.  As representatives among a wide range of urban and rural churches, we met to discuss the 
struggles our churches face and to encourage one another in faithful ministry.  We are grateful for Classis Alberta 
North and support it provides to churches. If you have any questions about the recent sessions, please let us know. 
 

• A heartfelt thank you:  After more than 30 years of caring for our facility, John Oort and Jerry DeVries have retired.  
We want to thank each of these men for their dedicated service over the years.  They have done a great job with 
their teams and partnering with staff to keep our building in good shape.  Please take a moment to share your 
appreciation with them.  Laurence Verseveldt has agreed to serve as the new Chair of the committee with Harvey 
Hazelaar as its new Vice Chair.  Thank you to each of them for stepping into these roles.  We are grateful for your 
leadership. 

 
        Grace and peace,   
 We welcome your questions, comments and prayers.  from the Governing Elders 


